
HeiCuMed 
 Heidelberger Curriculum Medicinale 

An example how to prepare flexible 
programs for Erasmus students 



University since 1386 
2014/15: admission of 321 Medicine 
and 81 Dentistry students  



Structure of Medical Studies 

macroscopic anatomy - medical terminology - physics 
- training in doctors’ practices - chemistry - cellular 

biology 
- medical psychology - organs and organ functions 

(integrated anatomy, physiology and biochemistry) 

1 

     preclinical studies 
2 

1st state examination 

pathology - hygiene - pharmacology - public health -  
surgery - urology - orthopaedics - anaesthesiology 

- 
medicine - clinical chemistry - family medicine - 
ophthalmology – ear-nose-throat - psychiatry - 

neurology - paediatrics - gynaecology - 
dermatology – infectious diseases   

3 

4      clinical studies 

5 

2nd state examination written part 

medicine - surgery - elective discipline 6      practical year 

2nd state examination oral + practical part 



HeiCuMed 
Heidelberger Curriculum 

Medicinale 
• traditional curriculum  until 1999 

• expertise from Harvard Medical School 

• implementation in 2001 

• Topic blocks – Modules - Rotations 

 



Learning Outcomes 

medical knowledge 
in an interdisciplinary 

perspective 

practical skills and 
problem-solving 

competence  

communication skills 
paired with information 

management  

professional 
responsibility, 

willingness to life-
long learning 



Preclinical Studies 
• integrated courses in anatomy / biochemistry 

/ physiology + integrated examinations 

 
 
 

• early link with clinical disciplines 
 - practical training in doctors’ practices  
 - sonography course 

 



Clinical Studies 
• modular courses in small groups 

 
 
 

• MCQ-  and OSCE-examinations 
• ongoing evaluation of modules 
• tutorials by students for students 
• mentoring possibilites for students 

 
 



• ongoing training possibilities for academic 
teachers (DOS, MME) 
 

 

 

 

• emphasis on research (8 months free) 

 

Clinical Studies 



Modern Teaching Methods 

skillslabs 

communication and inter-
action training (Medi-KIT) 

PBL, interactive 
seminars 

e-learning 





Propaedeutics 

Block I Block II Block III Block IV 

free 

for 

research 

Block II Block I Block IV Block III 

Clinical Studies Structure 







Clinical Studies Structure 







 Third Clinical Year   
5.1 Block IV   
5.1.1 Gynecology, Obstetrics and Practical Training in Gynecology, Obstetrics 8  
5.1.2 Pediatrics and Practical Training in Pediatrics 8  
5.1.3 Epidemiology, Medical Biometrics, Medical Informatics 4  
5.1.4 Clinical Genetics 4  
5.1.5 Occupational Medicine 2  
5.1.6 Social Medicine 2  
5.1.7 Forensic Medicine 2  
5.1.8 Clinical Environmental Medicine 2  
5.1.9 History, Theory and Ethics of Medicine  2 34 
    
5.2 Elective Discipline 22 22 
    
 Final Year Practical Training   
6.0 Internal Medicine, Surgery and Elective Discipline 60 60 
 



International Exchange 
• Erasmus Programme 

– 2014/15: 100 outgoing and 60 incoming students 
– 24 partners in Europe 

• Clinical clerkships 
– exchange programmes with Korea and China 

• Final Year Practical Training 
– exchange programmes with the United States 



Summary 
• modular, rotating system 
• flexibility in recognition 
• study free period 
• additional training possibilities 
• ongoing evaluation /ongoing improvement 
• training possibilities for teachers 

 
        → www.impp.de 
 



Thank you!  
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