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ECTS pilot Phase:

1989 - 1995 Prof. João Relvas (Coimbra)

ECTS Inner Circle Medicine Group:
1996 - 1998 Prof. Jaques Winand (Brussels)
1998 – 2001 Prof. Jean-Pierre Wauters (Lausanne)
2002 – 2004 Mr. Tim Jones (Bristol)

ECTS Medicine Association
2004 – 2007 Prof. Manuel Vijande (Oviedo)
2007 - Prof . Borghild Roald (Oslo)

Overview of ECTS presidencies:



ECTS ICMG 1989
Founding members (16)

• Brussel (ULB)
• Saarlandes
• Bonn
• Copenhagen
• Valencia
• Oviedo
• Strasbourg
• Rennes (I)
• Thessaloniki

• Napoli
• Bari
• Dublin (University 

College D.)
• Leiden
• Coimbra
• Bristol
• Manchester



ECTS Inner Circle
Medicine Group

Steering Committee 1998 – 2001
• Jean-Pierre Wauters Lausanne, Chair
• Winrich Breipohl Bonn
• Tim Jones Bristol
• Karel Van Liempt Antwerp
• Manuel Vijande Oviedo

• Ulrike Arnold Berlin
• Irene Dixon Dublin
• Jorgen H Poulsen Copenhagen

from Lille to Berlin…



ECTS Inner Circle
Medicine Group

3 Principal Achievements 1998 – 2001
• Continuation of the Group 

… even without financial support from the EU 
• Enlargement of the EU pilot group to new members: 

– Central Europe: Budapest, Cracow, Prague, Sofia 
– Other good friends: Basel, Belfast, Galway, 

Giessen, Leicester, Lille, Lisboa, Paris VI, Reus
• Synergy with the new Mednet II group… 
• Introduction of Newsletter, first steps towards Quality

Assessment in ECTS-Medicine,…



ECTS Inner Circle
Medicine Group

1998 – 2001
Some insight …

April 2001  - Annual Group Meeting Berlin 
Special symposium with small group 

discussions :

« New Medical Curricula: 
an obstacle to student mobility? »

…..



ECTS Inner Circle
Medicine Group
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ECTS MA
Founding members (39)

• Brussel (ULB)
• Antwerp
• Vienna
• Sofia
• Lausanne
• Basel
• Prague (Charles, 1st Faculty)
• Saarland
• Bonn
• Berlin (Charité)
• Giessen
• Copenhagen
• Valencia

• Tarragona 
• Valladolid
• Oviedo
• La Laguna
• Koupio
• Turku
• Lille
• Strasbourg
• Rennes (I)
• Paris (VI)
• Thessaloniki
• Crete



ECTS MA 
Founding members (39) (cont.)

• Budapest 
(Semmelweis)

• Napoli
• Bari
• Perugia
• Belfast
• Oslo
• Leiden

• Coimbra 
• Lisboa
• Krakow
• Stockholm (KI)
• Bristol
• Manchester
• Leicester



ECTS-MA President 2004 – 2007
Elected in Crete, May 2004

Manuel Vijande
Faculty of Medicine
University of Oviedo

Spain

vijande@uniovi.es



The members of the board

. 

Prof. Clare J. Menzel-Dowling  MD. (Vice –
President)

Germany

Mr. Sverre Bjerkeset (Secretary) Norway

Mr. Karel van Liempt (Treasurer) Belgium

Prof. Michael Halaska MD (Board Member) Ceská
Republika

Prof. Pavel Kucera MD (Board Member)  - (Half 
Term)

Switzerland

Prof. Kiki Thermos MD (Board Member) - (Half 
term)

Greece



The greatest challenges in ECTS Inner
circle or MA in the period of 2004 -2007

1. Legal Status of the ECTS – Medicine 
Association

2. Shrinking support from the Universities
(funding)

3. Size of the Association (rules and
management of aspirant members)

4. Independence vs umbrella organizations



The most important event and/or
accomplishments of this presidency

1. Registration of the ECTS-MA as a legal 
non profit organization under Belgian law
(1995)

2. Participation in MEDINE 

3. Members incorporated and increasing
interest in joining our association



The most memorable experience
of this presidency

2005
Getting the ECTS-MA registered as a 

Legal Association, a long awaited
moment, made possible after the very

hard work of our board and many
members and prior boards of the

former EC TS- ICMG





ECTS MA Board 2008-2009

Borghild Roald, Oslo (President)
Sverre Bjerkeset, Oslo (Secretary)
Karel van Liempt, Brüssels (Treasurer)
Sylvain Meuris, Brüssels (Member)
Jørgen H Poulsen, Copenhagen (Member) 
Human Salemi, Austria (Member)
Kiki Thermos, Crete (Member)





SWOT-analysis

Strengths Enthusiasm
Many motivated members

Weaknesses Lack of funding / economy
”Personalised” membership
Sleeping members

Opportunities ”New” ECTS
MEDINE2 funding????

Threats Lack of funding / economy
Partly weak links with Faculty 
leadership and/or the Universities


